
Lent Begins 
Ash Wednesday  

February 17 
 

6:00 p.m.  
Soup and Salad   

 in Fellowship Hall 
Pizza for our children! 

Suggested Donation: Adults $4.00 
Children $3.00 

Please RSVP  
(962-9210 or wgpc.org) 

 

6:45 p.m.  
Communion Service in Sanctuary 

We will welcome the Children’s 
choirs and Celebration children  

as worship leaders with the 
meditation  

“The Season of Stones”  
presented by Dr. Kieffer.  

 
Lenten Series 

Wednesdays, February 24, 
March 10 and 24 

 

6:30 p.m.  
Soup & Salad Dinner 

 

7:15 p.m. Dr. Kieffer 
Invitation to the New 

Testament 
 

 
The evening begins with a simple 
salad and soup dinner followed 
 by a Disciple Short Term Bible 

Study Invitation to the New 
Testament, led by Dr. Kieffer.  

 
 

Please RSVP at www.wgpc.org  
or by calling Jane Storll 
at 962-9210 ext. 3205. 
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Staff Planning Update:  

Help “Catch the Spirit” 

 

Over the summer, your Staff Planning Committee (Committee) 
worked to gather information and insights needed to develop a 
staffing plan.  In recent months, we’ve met several times to share 
and interpret what we’ve learned in order to begin formulating our 
recommendations for staffing.  Recommendations focus 
substantially on a staffing configuration that is aligned with key 
gaps between who we are and who we are called to be. 
 
Now, it’s time to share our findings and a potential staffing plan 
with the congregation in order to answer questions and receive 
input that will shape the final recommendations and staffing plan 
we ultimately present to Session for approval in April.  To facilitate 

input, the Committee has established a calendar of meetings with our pastors, staff, boards, 
commissions and general membership of the church.  Meetings will begin with a 
presentation of the planning process, findings and conclusions of our research.  We will then 
break into smaller groups to receive feedback on the findings and conclusions, review the 
potential plan, and receive input regarding perceived strengths, weaknesses and questions 
about the plan. 
 
The meeting schedule is as follows.  All are encouraged to help “Catch the Spirit” as we join 
in seeking guidance for the future of our church family. 

 Sunday, February 28 from 12:15 to 2:15 p.m.: Session, Trustees and Commissions 
in Fellowship Hall 

 Tuesday, March 2 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.: Deacons, and all other members* of the 
congregation in Fellowship Hall 

 Sunday, March 7 from 12:15 to 2:15 p.m.: Congregational Care, all other 
members* of the congregation in Fellowship Hall 

 
* If you are not currently serving on any of the commissions or boards listed, please plan to 
join us on March 2nd or 7th. 
 
Finally, a summary update document is available at WGPC.org, and in hard copies at the 
church office.  The document uses a simple Q&A format to describe the work and key 
findings of the Committee. 
 
Thank you for your prayers of support and active engagement in this important process. 
 
Chuck Reynolds 
Chair, Staff Planning Committee 
 
 

http://www.wgpc.org/


From the Pastor 

I am sometimes amazed at the connections that exist between 
people locally and in the wider world. Recently, William Kristoff, a 
columnist at the New York Times, published an Op Ed piece  with 
a connection to Webster Groves. It was all the more remarkable 
since its subject was a story that took place in Atlanta. The 
connection to Webster was Dr. John Coonrod Jr., who grew up in 
our congregation. He graduated from college with a degree in 
Nuclear Physics but eventually committed his life to eradicating 
world hunger.  He is now VP for an international aid organization 
called “The Hunger Project.” The story is not about John but about 
a family in Atlanta, who sold their  $800,000, home, bought 
another at half that cost and donated the difference to combat 
world hunger. It all began at a red light. Kevin Salwen, was driving 
his 14-year-old daughter, Hannah, back from a sleep over. While 
waiting at a traffic light, they saw a black Mercedes coupe on one 
side and a homeless man begging for food on the other. Dad, if 
that man had a less nice car, that man there could have a meal, 
Hannah protested. The light changed and they drove on, but 
Hannah was too young to be reasonable. She pestered her 
parents about inequity, insisting that she wanted to do something. 
What do you want to do? Her mom responded. Sell our house? 
And so this adventure began. Eventually that is what they did, 
donating half the proceeds to charity. This story will be chronicled 
in a soon to be released book The Power of Half.  At a time when 
so many Americans are trying to help in Haiti and elsewhere, the 
Salwens offer an example of a family that came together to make 
a difference. They say it helped them too. Recent clinical studies 
show that altruism actually fosters a sense of well being. This has 
been true for this family who had had always assumed that their 
kids would be better off in a bigger house. But after they 
downsized, there was much less space to retreat to, so the family 
members spent more time around each other. A smaller house 
unexpectedly turned out to be a more family-friendly house. One 
reason for that togetherness was the complex process of deciding 
how to spend the money. The Salwens finally settled on the 
Hunger Project. Their gift sponsors health, micro financing, food 
and other programs for about 40 villages in Ghana. They traveled 
to Ghana with John Coonrod, who Kristoff says is an inspiration in 
his own right. To be fair, this project hasn’t gone entirely smoothly. 
Some members of the family have never really gotten on board, 
and then there is sharp criticism from other friends. Still, Mr. 
Salwin said, this is the most self-interested thing we have ever 
done, I’m blown away by how much it has helped us.  This story 
was shared with me by Donald Barnes a former Associate pastor 
at WGPC, now retired and living in Palos Verdes, California. The 
connections between Webster, New York, Atlanta, and Palos 
Verdes are not too surprising. But this story brings out the 
connections between people in vastly different parts of the world. 
Our lives, choices and actions here in Webster, have ripples that 
touch other lives in Ghana, Haiti, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Zambia 
and others. This year as we continue in our One Penny One 
Person emphasis may we grow in our sense of how connected we 
are and how much one person can make a difference.  
 

Church Calendar 

February 14 - 27, 2010 

SUNDAY, February 14 
Communion Sunday 

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 

10:10 a.m. Education Hour      Friends of Matthew    Come & Consider 

11:00 a.m. Celebration Ringers      Praise Ringers 
11:15 a.m. Traditional Worship in the Chapel 

11:15 a.m. Informal Worship in Fellowship Hall 
 

MONDAY, February 15  TUESDAY, February 16 
Presidents’ Day  7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Church Offices Closed  10:30 a.m. PW Home Circles 
   7:00 p.m. Session 

WEDNESDAY, February 17  THURSDAY, February 18 
Ash Wednesday  6:30 a.m. Women’s Prayer Gr. 

9:00 a.m. Cut & Copy  7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 
4:15 p.m.  Celebration  8:30 a.m. Retired Men 
4:30 p.m. Creation Choir  9:30 a.m. Disciple Bible Study 
5:15 p.m. Celebration Chorus  7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 
6:00 p.m. Ash Wed. Dinner    
6:45 p.m. Ash Wednesday    

 Communion Service    
FRIDAY, February 19  SATURDAY, February 20 

8:00 a.m. Prayer Ministry  9:00 a.m. Alanon 
12:10 p.m. Rotary    

6:00 p.m. Llywelyn’s     
 Pre-Auction Event    

6:30 p.m. ECC Auction    
 

SUNDAY, February 21 
8:40 a.m. Hymn Sing in the Sanctuary 

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 

10:10 a.m. Education Classes      Friends of Matthew     Come & Consider 

11:00 a.m. Celebration Ringers      Praise Ringers 
11:00 a.m. Hymn Sing in the Chapel 

11:15 a.m. Traditional Worship in the Chapel Informal Worship in Fellowship Hall 

5:00 p.m. Celtics    6:00 p.m. Timothy Ministry    7:00 p.m. Agape 
 

MONDAY, February 22  TUESDAY, February 23 
9:15 a.m. ECC Chapel  7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

10:30 a.m. Ely Ringers  9:15 a.m.  ECC Chapel 
7:00 p.m. Mission Outreach  9:30 a.m. PW Crafts & Sewing 

 Stephen Min. Training   PW Bible Study 
   11:00 a.m. Congregational Care 
   12:00 p.m. PW Lunch 

WEDNESDAY, February 24  THURSDAY, February 25 
9:00 a.m. Cut & Copy  6:30 a.m. Women’s Prayer Grp 
4:15 p.m.  Celebration  8:30 a.m. Retired Men 
4:30 p.m. Creation Choir  9:30 a.m. Disciple Bible Study 
5:15 p.m. Celebration Chorus  7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

FRIDAY, February 26  SATURDAY, February 27 
8:00 a.m. Prayer Ministry  9:00 a.m. Alanon 

12:10 p.m. Rotary    
6:30 p.m. Movie & Mission    

     

 

WGPC Newsletter Moving to   
Once-A-Month 

Articles for the monthly newsletter 
are due on Thursday, February 11 
for the February 22 edition.   
Send your article to Barb Gaugh at 
bag@wgpc.org. 

Celebrating God. 
  

Growing in Faith. 
  

Supporting One 
Another. 

  

Helping Others. 

Celebrating God. 
  

Growing in Faith. 
  

Supporting One 
Another. 

  

Helping Others. 

Join a 

Team & 

Share 

Your Skills 
  

  

The six 

campaign team 

leaders are still 

looking for 

enthusiastic, 

energetic and 

talented 

members 

(that’s you) to 

serve on one of 

the teams. 

Call 

Sheillah Rogers  

314-968-3831 

to sign up! 



Mission Outreach 

Explore the Possibility of a Mission Trip in Nicaragua. 
Since 2000, members of WGPC (youth AND adults) have joined 
with others in our Presbytery in building relationships with the 
community of Plan Grande 2 in Nicaragua. We are tentatively 
planning for TWO DELEGATIONS to visit Plan Grande 2 this 
summer. Our dates are July 8-18 and July 15-25. Come, listen, 
ask questions, pray…and then decide if you want to be part of this 
exciting opportunity. Meetings will take place on Tuesday, 
February 9, 7:00-9:00 p.m. at the Presbytery office or Saturday, 
February 13, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. in our Fellowship Hall at 
WGPC. Please contact Harriet Hall at hallhughes@aol.com or 
314-963-7112 with any questions or to RSVP. 
 

Educational Ministries 
Agape Update!  The Senior Retreat at Lake of the Ozarks will 

take place on President’s weekend, February 12-14!  Remember 
our seniors in your prayers as they gather to reflect together on 
their journeys and what’s ahead.  Agape would like to thank 
everyone who attended the Agape Pancake   Breakfast. Your 
generosity helped us raise $3,488 for our 2010 mission trip to 
Tampa, Florida. 
 

Lenten Devotionals, entitled “Praying Through Lent with Heart, 

Soul, Mind and Body” by Kristine A. Haig  will be available on 

Sunday, February 14, in the church office to enrich the Lenten 
journey for members. 
 

Lenten Devotional Bags will be mailed home and One Great 

Hour Of Sharing Offering Boxes will be distributed to the 
Sunday School children (3 years old through 6th grade) on 
Sunday, February 14. Throughout Lent we invite families to reflect 
on the discussion starters and fill the fish boxes with contributions, 
which will support the Presbyterian Disaster Relief Fund. 
 

Congregational Life 

WGPC Family Movie-Mission Night Friday, February 26, 
6:00-8:00 p.m. Join the WGPC family at an 

Intergenerational event on Friday, February 26. 
We will enjoy a pizza and salad dinner followed 
by a viewing of “Toy Story.” During the movie 
groups will work together tying FLEECE 

BLANKETS as part of the “Fostering Faithful Families” outreach. 
The fleece is being provided by Mission Outreach Commission. 
The blankets will be placed in backpacks prepared for foster 
children. Along with the blankets, the backpacks will include a 
Bible, journal, teddy bear, friendship bracelet and a card from the 
children of WGPC. Cost of the evening is $3.00/adult and 
$2.00/child. Please mark your calendar and plan to attend. RSVP 
to Jane Storll (ce@wgpc.org) or on the WGPC website. 
 

Presbyterian Women Home Circle Meetings will be held 

Tuesday, February 16, at the following locations: Circle Esther: 
(hostess Mary Ann Rogers) will meet at the church at 10:30 a.m.; 
Circle Ruth: will meet at Alice Urban’s, 440 S. Clay #306, 63122, 
at 10:30 a.m. Circle Grace: 1:30 p.m. at Laclede Oaks 
Retirement Home. 

Presbyterian Women “Bee” Friends Day will meet on 

Tuesday, February 23, with the following Schedule:  9:30 a.m. – 
Bible Study; 10:00 a.m. – Crafts/Sewing; 12:00 noon – Bring a 
sandwich for lunch. 

Presbyterian Women’s Winter Gathering will be Friday, 

March 12, 6:30 p.m. at Eden Commons. Join women of all ages 
for an elegant evening. Along with great fellowship and a delicious 
dinner we will enjoy “The Statesmen Singers” directed by Barbara 
Sarich. The cost of the evening is $15. RSVP to www.wgpc.org or 
call Jane Storll 962-9210, ext. 3205. 

 

Caring Ministries 
Timothy Ministry Grades 9-12 – On Sunday, February 21, 

the leaders of the Stephen Ministry team will begin offering the 
Timothy Ministry class to interested high school students. The 
class will meet at the church for eight weeks, from 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
on Sunday evenings. 
 

The goal of the program is to provide young adults with some 
tools/skills which will help them become better listeners and more 
thoughtful problem solvers; thus, to become better friends to each 
other, and more effective leaders in their communities. If you have 
any questions, please call Pam Murphy (314-963-1485). 

 

Frequent Travelers 
Are you a frequent traveler who has accumulated night stays at 
hotels or a have a time-share that goes unused? Care and 
Counseling would be interested in taking those off your hands. 
They are looking for a 3-night minimum stay in a resort city where 
Southwest flies. Care and Counseling will be holding their 
fundraising dinner and auction on May 5 and would like to pair 
such accommodations with two Southwest open destination plane 
tickets. The fundraiser provides money to pay for counseling to 
those families and individuals who would not be able to otherwise 
pay for it. If you are able to help, please contact Cindy Refsland 
(314-961-4949). 
 
 
 

            Early Childhood Center 

                  “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star” 

          Fundraiser Auction on  

          Friday, February 19 

 

You are cordially invited to the ECC’s annual fundraiser.   
Enjoy delicious hors d’oeuvres and drink specials at 

Llywelyn’s Pre-auction event 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 
The Silent Auction is from 7:00 -8:00 p.m.  

The Oral Auction begins at 8:00 p.m. with dessert and 
entertainment in Fellowship Hall. 

 

Tickets will be on sale Sundays in Fellowship Hall and 
during Spirit week in the ECC office:   

 

Llywelyn’s and Dessert Auction –  
$15.00 in advance - $18.00 at door 

Dessert Auction Only –  
$5.00 in advance – $7.00 at door 

 

Lesli Johnston and Mandy Curtis, co-chairs 

mailto:hallhughes@aol.com
mailto:ce@wgpc.org
http://www.wgpc.org/


Congregational Concerns and Joys 

In Hospital:  Ronnie Bedell in St. Clare; Retta Wolfe in Barnes-
Jewish 

Dismissed from Hospital: Virginia Binzel from Barnes-Jewish 

West; Sheila Campbell from St. John’s; Mark Medina from St. 
Mary’s; Lucile Quernheim from St. Mary’s to Laclede Groves 
Convalescent Center 
 

In Memoriam:  
Martha Jackson died January 19. We extend our sympathy to her 
family. There will be a Memorial Service on Saturday, February 27 
at 1:00 p.m. at Valhalla Chapel. 
 
Jim Ginn died January 31. We extend our sympathy to his family. 
Services were held February 3 in the Chapel at Meramec Bluffs. 
 

Our Sympathy to: 
Michael Kungu on the death of his sister, Esther Kungu, who died 
January 20 in Ghana. (Michael is a student at Eden Seminary and 
attends church here regularly.) 

 
The family of Robert Vogel, who died January 20 in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. Services were held January 25 at Kutis Affton Chapel. 

 
Congratulations to:  
Eleanor Potter, who celebrated her 93rd birthday on January 26. 

 
A note from a former WGPC pastor: Dr. Donald Barnes, an 

associate pastor at WGPC from 1967-1981, would like to hear 
from members he knew. If you would like to contact him, please 
do so by email at donaldjbarnes@aol.com. He asked that you 
reference WGPC in the subject heading. 
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Sunday Worship, February 14 
9:00 & 11:15 a.m. Traditional Worship 

 òIn a New Lightó 

Dr. Carothers 

11:15 a.m. Informal Worship 

òUnveiling the Truthó 

Rev. Mark A. Medina 

Lectors: Carol Jones (traditional) 

             John Dames (informal) 

Exod 34:29-35 Ė Ps. 99 

2 Cor. 3:12-4:2 Ė Luke 9:28-36 (37-43) 

 

Sunday Worship, February 21 
9:00 Traditional Worship 

 òIn Whom We Trustó 

Dr. Carothers 

11:15 a.m. Chapel Worship 

òSeductionó 

Rev. Mark A. Medina 
 

11:15 a.m. Informal Worship 

òWilderness Companionsó 

Dr. Kieffer 

Lectors: Paul Kieffer (traditional) 

            Lynne Davis (informal) 

Deut. 26:1-11 Ė Ps. 91:1-2, 9-16 

Rom. 10:8b-13 Ė Luke 4:1-13 

mailto:donaldjbarnes@aol.com

